
“We are interested in making sure that 
underserved students, especially women, 

have access to the education and training that is 
so important to getting a job and career to sustain 
a family. By establishing our legacy with 10,000 
Degrees, we are helping individuals who lack the 
resources and support they need to thrive. Our 
goal is to create opportunities for students, many 
of whom struggle with generational poverty, by 
providing access to funds and scholarships that  
will break that cycle and open doors to  
new possibilities.

By focusing on community college-bound students, we 
aim to help the next generation of women gain access 
to those really high-paying, skilled technical fields and 
provide opportunities for those who never believed 
that college or success was within their reach.

If you’re considering supporting an organization, 
look at 10,000 Degrees and read about what they 
are doing. It’s all about helping to lift people up—
individuals who otherwise wouldn’t have the access  
or agency to the support and resources that they 
need to succeed.”

Darlene Miller and Carol Kuhns 

FUTURE
BUILDING THE 

When you build your legacy with 10,000 Degrees, you can 
transform students’ lives by putting higher education within 
reach, and Darlene and Carol’s commitment is doing just 
that. You can learn about the many giving options that can 
meet your unique needs by contacting Caroline Silverstein 
at 415.451.4016 or csilverstein@10000degrees.org.

Establish Legacy Scholarship Through Planned Gift
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W hile gathering your paperwork for your tax 
return, did you find yourself wondering 

whether you missed any opportunities to save? 

Now is a great time to consider giving options that 
allow you to make a major difference for those 
we serve while also enjoying tax benefits that will 
show up on next year’s return.

Use Appreciated Securities
By donating stock that you have owned for longer 
than one year, you receive the same income tax 
savings as you would by making a gift of cash.  
You also eliminate any tax on the appreciation.

Contribute to Your Donor Advised Fund (DAF)
Add funds to an existing DAF or open a new 
one by a written agreement at a community 
foundation or sponsoring organization. You qualify 
for a tax deduction when you make a gift to a 
DAF, without immediately having to choose the 
organizations you want to support. If you are ready 
to start making an impact with your DAF, consider 
recommending a grant (or recurring grants) to 
support 10,000 Degrees. 

Make a Gift From Your IRA
If you are 70½ or older, you can give any 
amount up to $108,000 from your IRA directly 
to 10,000 Degrees. You will not pay income 
taxes on the transfer. If you are required to take 
minimum distributions, you can use your gift to 
satisfy all or part of your obligation.

Tax-Smart Ways  
to Give This Year

Organize Your Important Papers 
Do your loved ones know where you keep your important 
papers? Send for your FREE copy of For My Loved Ones: 
My Important Information, which helps you take inventory 
so that you and your family can have peace of mind. Just 
return the reply card today to get yours.

We’re Happy to Help
As you consider the smartest 
ways to leave a legacy, we are 
happy to help ensure that you 
realize the greatest benefit for 
your kindness. Please contact  
Caroline Silverstein at 415.451.4016  
or csilverstein@10000degrees.org.



You would do anything for those you love.  
Have you considered how your estate plan,  

the guidebook for your assets, is as much for 
them—and their future, as it is for you? 

By planning your estate, you are able to care for 
and protect your loved ones in meaningful ways. 
	 • �Deepen trust and respect. Whether it’s the 

people you designate as your children’s legal 
guardians or to handle your end-of-life care, 
estate planning demonstrates your admiration 
and trust. It’s a tangible way to show them just 
how much they mean to you.

	 • �Save time and money. Without an estate  
plan, the legal process of the distribution of 
your assets can be lengthy and costly for  
those affected.

	 • �Prevent disputes. All too often you hear 
stories of families torn apart by arguments over 
assets and responsibilities after the passing of 
a loved one. Having a plan in place lessens 
conflict and confusion while alleviating stress 
during an already difficult time.

	 • �Make things easier during a difficult time. It’s 
important that your loved ones and executor 

know where key documents, like your will, and 
information, such as important passwords, are. 
Having a clear and organized record makes 
things simpler and far less stressful for them.

	 • �Share your passion. Including a gift to a 
favorite organization, such as 10,000 Degrees, 
allows your values and passions to continue.

Just as the impact of your estate plan endures for 
your loved ones, it also ensures a secure future for 
the causes that are most meaningful to you. Your 
lasting legacy reflects your deeply held values—
like your belief in access to higher education.

By including 10,000 Degrees in 
your plan, we share a connection 
for generations to come and 
you establish a legacy that 
transcends time. You also help 
secure our future financial stability 
and make it possible for us to 
continue providing life-changing 
opportunities for students. 

Show Them You Care 
Estate Planning Is an Act of 
Love With Lasting Impact



W hen you build your legacy, you are able 
to care for the causes that matter to you 

while still protecting your finances and your loved 
ones. If you love to help 10,000 Degrees, these 
charitable solutions will help you continue to be a 
champion for students with big dreams.

The good news is that you’ve got abundant 
options regarding what and how you can give.
You can give to 10,000 Degrees using:

• �Retirement plan assets
• �Donor advised fund
• �Stocks and bonds

These gifts all offer significant benefits, including 
ease and flexibility, potential tax benefits and the 
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opportunity to create a legacy that secures your 
future and strengthens ours.

The ways that you can support 10,000 Degrees are 
also varied. You can give through a:

• �Will or trust
• �Charitable lead trust
• �IRA beneficiary designation

It’s all about choices, and we’re here to help you 
assess your many giving options and determine 
which ones work best for your unique financial 
situation and philanthropic goals. 

Please contact Caroline Silverstein if you have 
questions about any of these options. 

You Can Make an Impact in So Many Ways

We are so grateful for 
your consideration to 

include 10,000 Degrees 
in your planned giving.



What to Keep in a Safe-Deposit Box:
• �Originals of birth, marriage and death 

certificates; adoption papers; and  
divorce decrees

• �Deeds, titles, mortgage papers and  
lease contracts

• �Military records and citizenship papers
• Stock and bond certificates
• �Insurance photos of the contents of your home
• Valuable collectibles

What Not to Keep in a Safe-Deposit Box
•	Your will
•	A living will
•	Original powers of attorney
•	� An inventory of the contents in your  

safe-deposit box

Life Insurance
Do you have any life insurance policies insuring your 

life, or do you own any policies on someone else’s 

life? __ Yes __ No

Insurance companies/policy numbers:

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Annuities
Do you have any annuities? __ Yes __ No

Companies/policy numbers:

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Retirement Accounts and IRAs
Do you have any retirement accounts or IRAs? 

__ Yes __ No

Account types/account numbers/custodians of  

the funds: ____________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

Safe-Deposit Box and the Key’s Location

Do you have one? __ Yes __ No

Bank location (specific branch)/box number/location 

of key: ______________________________________

____________________________________________

Passwords
Passwords for your computer login screen, email 

accounts and other password-protected accounts:

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________

_____________________________________________
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FOR MY LOVED ONES: 

My Important 
Information
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Today’s date: _ ________________________________

Your legal name:_______________________________

Legal name of spouse:_________________________

Address:______________________________________

City/State/ZIP:_________________________________

Social Security number:_________________________

Will/Living Trust
Do you have either one? __ Yes  __ No

Location of original document(s):_ _______________

Date(s) created:________________________________

Name of lawyer who prepared the document(s):

_____________________________________________

Address:______________________________________

City/State/ZIP:_________________________________

Provide your family and loved ones with a one-stop guide that can help identify and locate all your important documents when it comes time to settle your affairs. 
Once you have completed this guide, give a copy to your executor and attorney, keep the original with your other important papers and update it at least every two to three 
years. If you are married, have your spouse complete a separate guide.

Power of Attorney
With a power of attorney, you allow someone to 

act on your behalf in the event that you are unable 

to do so yourself. For example, you could be on 

an extended vacation or affected by a temporary 

medical condition. The power of attorney allows the 

holder of the power to transact business, including 

buying, selling and gathering assets; discharging 

debts; and handling real estate.

Do you have one? __ Yes  __ No

Location of original document:____________________

Name of person given the power to act:____________

_______________________________________________

Address:________________________________________

City/State/ZIP:___________________________________

Health Care Power of  
Attorney/Living Will
A health care power of attorney allows you to 

appoint someone to make medical decisions on your 

behalf should you become unable to do so. It may 

also encompass or be accompanied by a living will, 

directing whether life-sustaining procedures shall be 

used to prolong life when it’s medically determined 

that no hope of recovery remains.

Do you have either one? __ Yes  __ No

Location of original document(s):_ _________________

Name of person given the power to act:____________

_______________________________________________

Address:________________________________________

City/State/ZIP:___________________________________

Name of primary care physician:___________________

An Organizer for Important Estate Planning Information

Where to Look First 
Property Deeds
Do you own any real property? __ Yes  __ No

Location of deed(s):______________________________

Addresses of real estate you own:

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

Military Service
Have you served in the military? __ Yes  __ No

Location of discharge documents:	

_______________________________________________

Bank Account, Certificates of Deposit, 
Stocks, Bonds, Mutual Funds and Money 
Market Accounts
Do you have any of these accounts? __ Yes  __ No

Names of financial institutions/account numbers:

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________




