
In 2021, Anne Baele gifted $500,000 to  
10,000 Degrees in honor of her late husband, 

social justice activist and photojournalist,  
John A. Kouns (1929–2019), who famously 
documented the United Farm Workers movement 
and the Civil Rights Movement.  

With the gift, 10,000 Degrees established the  
John A. Kouns Memorial Scholarship to support  
first-generation college students who identify as 
Black, LatinX or Indigenous with scholarships and 
college success support.

Anne, a loyal donor to 10,000 Degrees since 2007, 
chose 10,000 Degrees as the beneficiary because it 
was important to her that a gift from John’s estate 
hold a direct connection to his social activism and 
closely held values of promoting equity in society 
through education.

John’s lifetime of work included documenting the 
1963 civil rights march in Washington D.C., seminal 
events in Birmingham and Selma, Alabama, and the 
Freedom School in Mississippi. He also participated 
in the march led by Cesar Chavez from Delano 
to Sacramento (300 miles) to protest working 
conditions in front of the legislature and Governor. 

John created 20 portable exhibits to promote United 
Farm Workers campaigns and traveled with the 
exhibits to supermarkets, schools, labor halls, colleges 
and churches to educate the public. 

After John’s death in 2019, Paul F. Chavez, president 
of the Cesar Chavez Foundation said “John’s legacy 
lives on through his beautiful photography that 
captured the spirit of our struggle during its most 
difficult times. He was always very generous in sharing 
his labors to help advance our work.”

To learn more about ways to make a future impact 
for students from low-income backgrounds, like 
Anne and John have, contact Caroline Silverstein at 
415.451.4016 or csilverstein@10000degrees.org.

Social Justice Photographer’s Legacy 
Lives on Through Scholarship

Spring 2023
FUTURE

BUILDING THE 

John A. Kouns (1929-2019) social justice activist and photojournalist.

Photo by John A. Kouns of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. in Selma, Alabama. Photograph provided 

by Tom & Ethel Bradley Center, CSU Northridge.



You don’t have to be an expert to create a successful estate plan. All you 
need are four essential documents. Our team has helped supporters 

like you use their estate plans to help low-income students pursue higher 
education and realize their full potential. We’d be honored to help you, too. 

1. �Last will and testament and/or trust—Controls how your assets, such as 
money and property, are distributed after your lifetime. Without a will, the 
state you live in decides what happens to your assets. Trusts allow you to 
make special arrangements for the management of your assets for yourself 
and others, such as sheltering assets for a surviving spouse or benefiting 
heirs or your favorite nonprofits—like 10,000 Degrees.

2. �Durable power of attorney for finances—Names a person who will have 
the legal right to handle financial matters on your behalf if you are unable 
to do so.

3. �Durable power of attorney for health care—Also known as a health care 
proxy, this document addresses all medical treatment. It names one or 
more individuals you trust to make medical decisions on your behalf if you 
are incapacitated.

4. �Living will/advance directive—Documents your wishes regarding life-
sustaining care.

We’re Here to Help
Let us partner with you throughout your legacy planning process. Contact 
Caroline Silverstein at 415.451.4016 or csilverstein@10000degrees.org with 
any questions. We are happy to help.

4 Your Future 
The Documents Everyone Should Have

The Legacy Society at 
10,000 Degrees, also 
known affectionately 

as the Marjorie 
Mooney Legacy 

Society in recognition 
of our first planned 

gift, honors supporters 
who have made estate 

plans to benefit  
10,000 Degrees. 
Legacy Society 
members are 

acknowledged without 
a gift level, as each 

gift represents a 
lifetime commitment 

to supporting students 
from low-income 
backgrounds in 

pursuit of becoming 
college graduates. 

Thank you for making 
college dreams come 

true, now and for  
future generations!

Do I Need a Trust?
If you answer yes to any of these questions, a trust may be right for you:
• �Do you want to avoid probate to keep your distributions private and 

speed up the settlement process?
• �Do you have real estate located out of state?
• Does someone with special needs depend on you for care?

10,000 Degrees 
Legacy Society



D o you want to change the world? It’s an easy question. Of course you 
want to make a difference. Of course you want to safeguard what matters 

most to you—the core values that have shaped your life and given it rich 
meaning are the root of the legacy you wish to leave behind.

But while the sentiment is easy to muster, it isn’t always easy to act upon. If 
you care deeply about giving every student—no matter their background—
access to higher education, how do you ensure your passion lives on far into 
the future?

Fortunately, there is a simple way to make sure your support of equitable 
education lives on—and it’s easier than you may think. Creating a beneficiary 
designation gift is simple and does not cost you anything now. Instead, it 
allows you to take savings you have accrued over time and put it to good use. 

You can also designate percentages, so that your loved ones are protected.

The following assets allow you to designate a beneficiary or beneficiaries:
• Retirement plans
• Individual retirement accounts (IRAs)
• Donor advised funds
• Bank or brokerage accounts

The legacy you leave behind could help create a world where all students, 
regardless of race, ethnicity or socioeconomic background have the full range 
of educational opportunities. The options are as endless as your generosity. 

All it takes is a few minutes and a simple form to complete your gift. And you 
may even be able to change your beneficiary designation online. But, in the 
future, that small effort can result in transformative change for a nonprofit like 
10,000 Degrees. Contact Caroline Silverstein today to learn more.

Change Your Beneficiary, 
Change the World
Small Effort, Big Impact

Get Organized 
Provide a road map for 
your loved ones with 

where they can find key 
documents and whom 
to contact in case of 

your absence. Send for 
the FREE organizer tool 
Your Guide to Locating 
Important Documents 

using the enclosed reply 
card today!

4 Your Future 
The Documents Everyone Should Have

Notify Your Beneficiaries
Once you have created your gift, make sure you share the good news with the people you name on your 
form. Financial institutions often assume no responsibility to inform or administer a gift to beneficiaries.



1401 Los Gamos Drive, #205
San Rafael, CA 94903 

Caroline Silverstein
Chief Development Officer

415.451.4016
csilverstein@10000degrees.org

50s
Update your will to reflect any life changes, such as a 
new relationship or grown children leaving home. Meet 
with a financial advisor to review your investments and 
savings—there’s still time to make catch-up contributions for 
retirement.
Best Ways to Make an Impact
• �A gift in your will or trust: This gift costs you nothing 

today and can be made by adding one sentence to this 
document.

• �Retirement plan assets: Name 10,000 Degrees as a 
beneficiary of part or all of your retirement plan assets. 
It takes minutes to contact your plan administrator or 
complete the change-of-beneficiary form online. 

• �Donor advised funds: This popular option offers you the 
flexibility to recommend how much and how often money 
is granted to qualified charities like 10,000 Degrees. You 
open a fund with a written agreement at a community 
foundation or sponsoring organization, which then provides 
regular accounting to you.

• �Appreciated securities: Donate stocks you’ve owned for 
longer than one year and receive an income tax charitable 
deduction when you itemize. You can also eliminate capital 
gains taxes.

60s 
Check with your financial advisor to make sure you are on 
track with retirement savings. If you’ve already retired, revisit 
your expenses, priorities and health care needs.

© �The Stelter Company. Information contained herein was accurate at the time of printing. The information in this publication is not intended as legal or tax advice. For such 
advice, please consult an attorney or tax advisor. Figures cited in any examples are for illustrative purposes only. References to tax rates include federal taxes only and are 
subject to change. State law may further impact your individual results.

How to Make An Impact at Every Age 

Best Ways to Make an Impact
• �Beneficiary designations: Review the beneficiaries 

of your life insurance policies and retirement plan 
assets. Many of these assets may result in a large  
tax hit for your family, but they pass tax-free to 
10,000 Degrees.

• �Bank or brokerage accounts: Most states* allow 
you to designate one or more individuals or charities 
as a beneficiary of a checking or savings account; 
certificates of deposit; or brokerage or investment 
accounts. 

70s and Beyond
Discuss your giving goals with your family and meet 
with your financial advisor to align your financial and 
philanthropic plans.
Best Ways to Make an Impact 
• �Gift from your IRA: If you are 70½ or older,  

give any amount up to $100,000 per year from  
your IRA directly to a qualified charity such as 
10,000 Degrees without having to pay income  
taxes on the money.

• �Legacy letter: This optional companion piece to 
your estate plan is a chance to share your dreams 
and your story with your loved ones. 

* State laws govern payable-on-death accounts and transfer-on-death accounts. 
Please consult with your bank representative or investment advisor if you are 
considering these gifts.

Generosity takes on new meaning as we grow older, build financial resources and set charitable goals. These 
planning checkpoints, arranged by age group, outline how to maximize your generosity to the causes that 
matter the most to you.
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